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Amazing allotments

Areas of focus
	Curriculum area
	Food – a fact of life theme

	Mathematics and numeracy 
· Count to 10.


	Where food comes from
· Name different vegetables.
· Talk about how different vegetables grow.



You will need
Amazing allotments presentation
Allotment props, e.g. plant pots, a watering can, dark fabric and pegs (to create a shed)
  From the Amazing allotments presentation: 
· Allotment board (slide 19), one per child, printed 
· Vegetable dice (slide 20), printed, cut out and assembled 
· Dice (slide 21), printed, cut out and assembled (or use a board game dice) 
· Allotment vegetable cards (slides 9-13), cut out (you may wish to print two or three sets of each vegetable so children have plenty to use to create their allotment in the imaginative play activity).
· Vegetable labels (slides 14 to 18) printed 
· Optional: Certificate (slide 22)

Listen and respond
Show the images of allotments in the Amazing allotments presentation (slides 2 and 3). Question the children:
· What can you see?
· What is this? (An allotment.)
· What happens on an allotment?
· What do you think might be growing on these allotments? 
· Do any of your family or friends have an allotment?
· What could be grown on an allotment? (Fruit and vegetables.)
· Where else can vegetables be grown? (Farm, garden, windowsill.)

Show the images in the presentation of different vegetables growing (slides 4 to 8). Ask the children to name the vegetables and explain how they are growing (e.g. underground, above ground, on a vine). Count the number of vegetables in each photo with the children.

Have a go
This activity is designed for four children at a time. Give each child an Allotment board. One at a time, they should roll the vegetable dice and a standard dice. This will give them a vegetable and a number. They should colour the amount of the given vegetable on their allotment board. The aim is to colour all the different vegetables on their board by ‘collecting them’ through rolling the dice. If they roll a number higher than what they need to fill a vegetable planter, they can ‘gift’ the extras to another player. As an alternative to each child rolling the two dice to complete their own board, each child could take a turn rolling the two dice and all the children could colour what is thrown. 

Imaginative play
Provide items that the children can use to set up an allotment area. You could include string to mark out planting areas, plant pots, a watering can, dark fabric and pegs (to create a shed). Provide the Allotment vegetables cards showing the five different vegetables and the vegetable labels. Task the children to create their own allotment and set out (‘plant’) the allotment vegetable cards. Encourage them to count out the vegetables they plant. Question them to develop their understanding of numbers from one to ten, for example: 
· How many peas have you planted? 
· How many rows of asparagus have you planted? 
· Have you planted eight of any vegetables? 
· Have you planted more than four of any vegetables?
· How many more tomatoes would you need to plant to have 10?

You may like to reward children for their counting with the certificate on slide 22. 

Extension
Create an outdoor growing area in your early years setting. Why not try growing courgettes, tomatoes and potatoes? You can grow potatoes in a bucket and tomatoes and courgettes in grow bags. 

At home
To reinforce learning from the session, you may like to give the children a copy of the Veggie count activity (slide 23) to complete with an adult at home. 
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