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The bucket garden teacher’s guide
 
Summary:  Mrs Begum’s class learn about where potatoes come from by growing their own potato plant in a bucket.

Suggested age: 6-7 years old.

Key themes: 
· Where food comes from – potatoes;
· Growing potatoes (and other plants);
· Parts of a potato plant;
· Working together.

Teacher notes:
· Read The bucket garden story with your class.  You could print the PowerPoint and read it like a book, or show it as a PowerPoint on an interactive whiteboard.  
· Show The bucket garden video – this includes the audio for the book.
· Ask the children the Key questions to help them engage with the story.  
· Use all or some of the resources to carry the Key themes across your curriculum. 
· Allow children to explore the online interactive activity entitled The bucket garden.

Key questions:
Closed 
· What did Mrs Begum take out from the large box?
· What is it called when potatoes grow shoots?
· What did Nicola and Jordan do to help Mrs Begum?
· Which part of a potato does a plant come from?
· What other foods did Class B grow?

Open 
· What other foods could Class B grow?

Own experience
· Have you ever grown a potato plant or any other foods at home?


Extension 
If you would like support to grow potatoes in your school, go to:  www.growyourownpotatoes.org.uk 
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The bucket garden activity ideas
To support different aspects of the story, a range of cross curricular resources have been developed. These are in addition to the PowerPoint presentation and the video of the story. The resources can be used as stand-alone materials, or combined together to support a longer unit of work.  The choice is yours.

You may wish to download all the materials and upload them to your school VLE.

All the resources below (unless stated) have been provided in Microsoft WORD format, allowing you the flexibility to adapt the worksheets to better suit the needs of the children you teach. In addition, all those resources marked with a star * are also available as Interactive Whiteboard (IWB) files.

Curricula links

	Resource
	England
Key stage 1
	Northern Ireland
Foundation
	Scotland
First
	Wales
Foundation

	How to grow a potato *
Follow the instructions to grow a potato.
	English – Year 2
Reading – comprehension
-discussing the sequencing of events in books and how items of information are related

	Language and literacy
Reading
Read with some independence.
Read a range of texts including digital texts and those composed by themselves and others.
Read and follow simple instructions.
	Literacy and English
Reading
LIT 1-14a, 1-16a, 1-17a
	Language, literacy and communication skills
Reading
Read with increasing fluency, accuracy, understanding and independence, building on what they already know.
Experience and respond to a wide range of print and fonts.

	Potato jumble *
Cut out and order the potato growing instructions. Illustrate each step.
	English – Year 2
Reading – comprehension
-discussing the sequencing of events in books and how items of information are related

	Language and literacy
Reading
Read and follow simple instructions.
Read a range of texts including digital texts and those composed by themselves and others.
Sequence stories in reasonable detail using appropriate language.
	Literacy and English
Reading
LIT 1-14a
Writing LIT 1-26a
	Language, literacy and communication skills
Reading
Experience and respond to a wide range of print and fonts.

	The story continues
Create a cartoon illustration of a farm story.

	Art and design – Key stage 1
-to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination

	Language and literacy
Reading
Read and follow simple instructions.
Writing
Distinguish between drawing and writing.
Talk about ideas represented in their drawings.

	Art and design
EXA 1-05a


	Language, literacy and communication skills
Writing
Communicate by using symbols, pictures and words.




	Resource
	England
Key stage 1
	Northern Ireland
Foundation
	Scotland
First
	Wales
Foundation

	Growing a potato
Record the height of your potato plant each week over a 12 week period.

	Mathematics – Year 2
Measure
-choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate and measure length/height in any direction…
-compare and order lengths…


Science – Key stage 1
Working scientifically
-observing closely, using simple equipment
	Mathematics and numeracy
Number
Extend, when appropriate, counting in ones and recognition of numbers beyond 10.
Measures
Begin to explore the notion of conservation of length, weight, capacity in practical situations, engage in discussion about their observations.
	Numeracy and mathematics
Number, money and measure MNU 1-11a
Information handling
MNU 1-20b, 1-21a

	Mathematical development
Skills
Identify, collect and organise information in purposeful contexts.
Range
Understand and use measures:  Use uniform non-standard units for comparison, and see the need for standard units of measure, use standard metric units of length, mass and capacity.  Choose units and measuring equipment appropriate to a relevant measuring task, read a scale with some accuracy.

	Favourite potato survey
Use this sheet to find out and record the most popular type of potato in the class.

	Mathematics – Year 2
Statistics 
-interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams and simple tables
-ask and answer questions about totalling and comparing categorical data
	Mathematics and numeracy
Number
Explore ordinal number, for example, first, second, third, last, between, by completing practical activities.
Extend, when appropriate, counting in ones and recognition of numbers beyond 10.
	Numeracy and mathematics
Information handling
MNU 1-20b, 1-21a

	Mathematical development
Skills
Identify, collect and organise information in purposeful contexts.
Range
Collect, represent and interpret data: represent collected data initially using real objects, pictures or diagrams, progressing to a variety of simple charts, graphs, diagrams, tables or databases.




	Resource
	England
Key stage 1
	Northern Ireland
Foundation
	Scotland
First
	Wales
Foundation

	Harvest time * 
Maths problems based on foods grown in the story.

	Mathematics – Year 2
Number – addition and subtraction
-solve problems with additional and subtraction

Number – multiplication and division
-solve problems with multiplication and division

	Mathematics and numeracy
Number
Understand the concept of addition by combining sets of objects to find out how many.
Investigate the relationship between addition and subtraction in practical situations.
	Numeracy and mathematics
Number, money and measure MNU 1-03a
Information handling
MNU 1-20b, 1-21a

	Mathematical development
Skills
Develop a variety of mental and written strategies of computation.
Range
Investigate patterns and relationships:  Explore patterns in number tables and sequences, begin to understand the relationships between addition and subtraction, between multiplication and division, and between halving and doubling.

	Potato plant parts *
Label the different parts of a potato plant.

	Science – Key stage 1
Working scientifically
-identifying and classifying
	The world around us
Progression
Show curiosity about living things, places, objects and materials in the environment.
	Sciences
Planet earth SCN 1-03a
	Knowledge and understanding of the world
Range
Learn the names and uses of the main external parts of the human body and plants.

	Types of potato
Get the children to find 5 different types of potatoes and record them on this sheet.
	Computing – Key stage 1
-use technology safely and respectfully…

Science – Key stage 1
Working scientifically
-gathering and recording data…
	The world around us
Place
What is in my world?
Progression
Be aware of the local, natural and built environment and their place in it.
	Social studies
People, place and environment 
SOC 1-09a
	Knowledge and understanding of the world
Skills
Making observations and measurements and keeping records.
Range
Observe differences between animals and plants, different animals, and different plants in order to group them.




	Resource
	England
Key stage 1
	Northern Ireland
Foundation
	Scotland
First
	Wales
Foundation

	What grows when *
Find out what fruit and vegetables grow in which seasons.

	Geography – Key stage 1
-identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom …

Computing – Key stage 1
-use technology safely and respectfully…
	The world around us
Place
What is in my world?
Progression
Be aware of the local, natural and built environment and their place in it.
	Social sciences
People, place and environment 
SOC 1-09a, 1-12b, 1-13a 
	Knowledge and understanding of the world
Skills
Making observations and measurements and keeping records.
Range
Investigate how places change.
Identify the effect the different seasons have on some animals and plants.

	Potato fillings *
Get the children to research and design and make some jacket potato fillings.
	Design and technology – Key stage 1
Design
-design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and others based on design criteria
-generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing…
	The world around us
Progression
Understand that materials can be joined/assembled in different ways.
	Technologies
Food and textiles contexts for developing technological skills and knowledge HBW 1-30b,  TCH 1-11a
	Creative development
Art, craft and design
Design and make simple products and mechanisms.
Range
Be involved in activities that allow them to work as individuals and in groups.

	Missing letter words
Looking at words which use an apostrophe to show missing letters.
	English – Year 2
Writing – transcription
-learning to spell more words with contracted forms
	Language and Literacy
Understand that writing is a means of communication and can be used for different purposes.

See themselves and their teachers as writers.
	Literacy and English
Writing
LIT 1 – 21a

	Language, Literacy and communication skills
Writing – Skills
Develop their ability to spell common and familiar words in a recognisable way.



Get cooking!
Why not help your class explore the potato theme further by cooking some simple recipes?  

LINK TO RECIPES ON FFL

			1	www.foodafactoflife.org.uk
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