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Potato growing investigation

Let’s find out what potatoes need to grow and thrive. 

You will need:
• 4 seed potatoes 
• 4 large 10 litre pots (you could use buckets) 
• Bits of broken plant pots or pebbles 
• Soil or compost to fill the pots 

Method: 
1. Leave your potatoes in a warm, dry, light place to chit or sprout. 
2. Put the broken pots or pebbles in the bottom of the pots or buckets and then half-fill them with soil or compost. 
3. Plant the potatoes with most of the shoots pointing upwards. 
4. Cover the potatoes nearly to the top. Wash your hands. 
5. Number the pots from 1 to 4. 
6. Follow the instructions for each pot (see other side).
7. Remember to water potatoes regularly – except for Pot 3. 
8. Observe your potatoes regularly to find out which grows best. 
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Will it need light?

Water and place in a lightproof box.

Keep in the dark.
Will it need air?

Water and then place a clear plastic bag over the top.

Secure with an elastic band.

Leave in the light.
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Will it need water?

Do not water.

Leave in the light.
Will it need air, light and water?

Water and leave in the light.

This is the control.
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