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Group Food Safety Audit Manager
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What qualifications do you have? 
5 GCSE’s, GNVQ in Leisure & Tourism,
Advanced HACCP, Advanced Food Hygiene, 
ISO 22000 Lead Auditor, BRC Professional, 
Food Fraud Officer, TACCP & VACCP, USDA
 
What does your job involve?
The auditing of raw materials suppliers against expected standards. Approval of new suppliers to allow raw materials to be supplied. 

What, or who, inspired you to take your chosen career pathway?
The enjoyment of food!

What route did you take from leaving school to your current job?   
I went straight to work from college, finding a summer job in a local crisps manufacturer. I stayed there for 10 years as the environment was so comfortable. Consistently improving my skills and qualifications allowed me to move into a supervisory position before taking the auditing route.  

What is the key knowledge, skills and experience needed for your job?
All aspects of food safety (HACCP and allergen management are key), but auditing requires a calm head and practical mindset so you can take in all you see while communicating with your hosts.

What is the best thing about your job?
Every day is different so you’re always seeing something new or learning how something is done. Seeing sites improve based on recommendations discussed during audits is rewarding.

What questions are you often asked about your job?
Do you get fed up with the travel?
What does your job actually entail?
Do you enjoy your role?

What advice would you offer to someone interested in doing what you do?
Get a good understanding of the end use of the products first – understand how they are processed. Shadow an internal audit and make notes on what the audit is focusing on and why. Ask questions, no matter how simple the answers seem – auditing is about extracting information from your host so the conversation needs to flow both ways.
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