[image: Chart

Description automatically generated]Round the room task – complete the table using the information on the sheets around the room
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	Role in digestion

	Mouth
	Food needs to be chewed and broken down into pieces small enough to swallow.
Mastication is the action of the teeth and the jaws working together to break food down.

	Oesophagus
	The oesophagus is similar to a conveyor belt as it transfers the food bolus from the mouth to the stomach in a few seconds.
Circular muscles in the wall of the oesophagus relax in front of the bolus while circular muscles behind the food contract, pushing the food bolus onward. This is called peristalsis.

	Stomach
	The stomach is an expandable sack made up of three different layers of muscles where the food bolus will be churned for a few minutes or up to a few hours.
The bolus is mixed with hydrochloric acid (HCl) which helps to kill any bacteria present.

	Liver
	The liver’s main function within the digestive system is to process the blood containing the nutrients absorbed from the small intestine.
Bile made in the liver and secreted into the small intestine also plays an important role in digesting fat.

	Gall bladder
	The gallbladder is a storage sac for excess bile. Bile made in the liver travels to the small intestine via the bile ducts.

	Pancreas
	The pancreas’ main job is to produce digestive enzymes. These are secreted into the first segment of the small intestine and break down protein, fats, and carbohydrates.

	Small intestine
	Chyme passes out of the stomach through the pyloric sphincter into the small intestine.
The small intestine is a tube about 6 metres long.

	Large intestine
	The colon is a tube just over 1.5 metre long and is inhabited by bacteria.
The main function of the colon is to absorb water into the bloodstream and to process waste products.

	Rectum
	The rectum is an eight-inch chamber that connects the colon to the anus.
It receives faeces from the large intestine, lets the person know there are faeces that needs to leave the body and holds it until it is able to leave.

	Anus
	The watery residue moves along the colon, the faeces are formed and stored in the rectum before being excreted through the anus.
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